
In the first of a regular 
series about design features 
at Camana Bay, Nathalie 

Rozot of L’Observatoire 

International Lighting Design 

Consultants, talks about some of the 
lighting concepts in and around the Town 
Centre and the process behind the design.

Decorative pedestrian lighting may not 
be a new idea, but the lights created for 
Camana Bay take a new spin on the 
concept. It all began with the “design 
vision” of lanterns that would gently 
sway along sidewalks and bike paths in 
the Caribbean breeze. A complex process 
of design, co-ordination and fabrication 
ensued, which led to the installation of 
the custom light fittings that now project 

dynamic patterns of light and shadows 
as they march down the Esterly-Tibbetts 
Highway and Camana Way.

Design concepts in general, and lighting 
design in particular, are often broken 
down into areas of focus before the 
design development, prototyping and 
fabrication phases can start. In this 
case, the concept as a whole consisted 
of three nested parts that needed to be 
custom designed - namely the pole, the 
luminaire (with the light source) and 
the decorative shade.

Several profiles for the pole and 
bracket assembly were studied for their 
structural integrity before the two final 
designs were selected. A simple standard 
swivel, such as those used for traffic 

lights, was added to allow for the sway 
of the lantern.

The light fixture itself underwent a 
two-fold design process. The design of 
the luminaire, which houses the light 
source, was based on the street lights that 
are used throughout the Town Centre 
(their highly efficient optics translate 
in 39 Watt and 70 Watt lamps, whereas 
conventional street lighting commonly 
uses 100 Watt and 150 Watt). A 39 
Watt lamp was selected for the lanterns 
on the basis of lighting calculations, and 
a new housing had to be engineered to 
allow the connection to both the swivel 
and the decorative shade.

Like many of the Town Centre amenities, 
the design of the decorative shades took 
its inspiration from Cayman’s native 
flora and landscape. Collaboratively, the 
landscape architects, client and lighting 
designers reviewed a selection of native 
plants before settling on the iconic 
Silver Thatch Palm and two flowers, 
the Birds of Paradise and Frangipani. 
L’Observatoire then generated a series 
of sketches of stylised patterns which 
were translated digitally into CAD files 
for the laser cutting process. Flat sheets 
of highly durable marine-grade stainless 
steel were then laser-cut, rolled to their 
final shape, welded and polished, before 
they received a protective clear sealant 
that maintained their natural brushed-
steel appearance. 

Over one hundred fixtures were 
fabricated in Montreal and shipped 
to Camana Bay. In the meantime, 
the alternate patterns were carefully 
blended on the general masterplan 
to provide installation instructions 
to the construction team for the 
implementation of the first phase.

Eighteen months lapsed from the start 
to the end of the making of the lanterns; 
the process involved multiple design 
meetings and reviews in New York and in 
Montreal with all parties, and required a 
close collaboration with the two lighting 
manufacturers involved (Schreder Inc. 
for the poles and luminaires, and Lumid 
for the decorative shades). Two rounds 
of full-size prototypes were reviewed by 
the project team to fine tune the design 
before a final approval could be issued.

As they swing along Camana Bay’s 
paths and sidewalks, the new lanterns 
exhale a new blend of lighting in unison 
with the Town Centre’s unique sense 
of place. They unassumingly combine 
state-of-the-art engineering and energy 
efficiency, while celebrating the island’s 
native flora and the Caribbean breeze.
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ECLIPZE HAIR DESIGN & DAY SPA

Sometimes the difference between feeling fine and feeling fabulous all comes down to visiting the 
right salon.  Eclipze joined the Camana Bay family in February 2009, and officially celebrated its 
grand opening on May 1st of this same year. I’ve always loved my big hair, but it can take a lot of 
energy to control it.  In one hour, Eclipze turned it from Beast to Beauty.

Owner Darla Dilbert knew from an early age that she was going 
to be in the beauty trade, and many a doll suffered indignities 
in her inexperienced hands as she converted Malibu Barbie into 
Mohawk Barbie with a snip of the scissors.  She became a qualified 
cosmetologist after a period of study in Ontario, Canada and 
then returned to Grand Cayman to work at a top salon.  By the 
time she decided to open her own business, she realised that 
she needed a diverse staff familiar with all the different hair 
and skin types found in the myriad of cultures that populate 
these islands.  This theory put into practice has helped her 
salon become a proven success, now in its 16th year with no 
signs of slowing down.  Her present staff includes professionals 
from the Philippines, Honduras, Canada, Germany, Jamaica, 
Nepal, Sri Lanka, Trinidad and Cayman!

The move to Camana Bay was an easy decision for Darla, who designed the interior of Eclipze’s 
new location herself.  The high standards appeal to her particular nature and constant pursuit 
for the highest quality surroundings and products, ever keeping her clients in mind.  Roman 
columns support archways presiding over glossy floors and large mirrors framed in gold.  The 
lighting is very flattering, so even without a stitch of makeup on, I glowed instead of resembling 
one of the undead.  

Eclipze offers a full menu of services to soothe the body and spirit and restore shimmer and 
shine.  One could shamble in, a shadow of one’s former self, and emerge as though reborn a few 
short hours later.  Manicures, pedicures, waxing, threading, massage, facials, body treatments, 
professional makeup application and of course a range of hair treatments and styling are all 
available to the discerning customer.  Recommended products can also be purchased in-store, 
with such internationally recognised names as Bedhead, Catwalk, OPI and many others gracing 
the shelves.  After all, a little at-home upkeep in-between appointments is an absolute must!

Although the salon has primarily been regarded as the woman’s realm in the past, more and more 
gentlemen are realising that there is nothing sissy about clean, trimmed nails and a face that feels 
more like 600 thread count sheets and less like a cheese grater.  Men deal with just as much stress 
as women, so a massage and a great haircut can really lift their mood.  Only consider a chest wax 
when on morphine.

So back to me: There I was on the 
Saturday with my wet do, and a hair 
straightening followed by an up-do was 
suggested.  I’ve always shied away from 
the idea of hair straightening because a) 
I have a large noggin and b) I have seen 
others with similar hair to mine give it 
a try, resulting in a frizzy pyramid a la 
Roseanne Roseannadanna.  This time I 

relented, figuring it would only be temporary and it was for this article, so what the heck?  An 
hour later, I had the glossiest, silkiest hair I’ve ever had that I could brush dry without it turning 
into what might grace the heads of the Jackson 5 on Rogaine.  I marvelled, I gasped, I flipped my 
hair in wonderment for days afterwards.  My mother rejoiced, my sister-in-law wept, my friends 
boggled, my Facebook comments section lit up like a Christmas tree, full of compliments.  But 
why take my word for it?  Take a look at the pictures.  All I can say is that if Eclipze can do that 
for my hair, imagine what they can do for yours!  After an eclipse, does not the sun reappear, more 
magnificent and shining in all its brilliance?  I rest my case.

Eclipze is open Mon-Fri from 10am to 7pm and Sat 9am to 7pm.
- by Vicki Wheaton
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